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Etran Finatawa brings together tribesmen of the Wodaabe and Tuareg people, both nomadic and both now forced to change their way of life because of their changing environment.

The Wodaabe and Tuareg people, two very different cultures, have for centuries lived a nomadic existence herding their livestock on the grasslands of the Sahel. Climate change has made their traditional way of life untenable and many have now moved to the city, forced to live a different rhythm of life.  Their songs tell of the beauty of their homeland, their nostalgia for a nomadic lifestyle and their fears for the loss of their culture and tribal identity.

Your students can meet the members of Etran Finatawa, hear their haunting desert music, learn the responses to a traditional song, discover what desert materials are used to make their instruments, ask questions and find out just how different life in Niger is from growing up in Britain.  Why will it take Goumar 3 days to find his family, why do the band members speak in French and is camel riding as easy as driving a car?
To see Etran Finatawa in action click here 

http://www.worldmusic.net/wmn/news/item/etran-finatawa.

To read more follow links to:

www.etranfinatawa.com  

 www.myspace.com/etranfinatawa   
In an assembly concert the whole school can enjoy this unique opportunity to explore a lifestyle so different from our own.

  

ETRAN FINATAWA
Niger - the rolling music workshop

In these workshops the Wodaabe members will demonstrate their traditional Wodaabe chants and accompany their vocal music with the traditional calabasse (gourd) drums and a slow motion type of movement verging on dance and handclapping. They will also display their traditional long embroidered tunics, leather hose, turbans with ostrich feathers and the face paint of yellow spots and stripes used to enhance their features. The Tuareg members have always used a variety of stringed instruments, tende drums and vocal ululations to animate their songs and dances but since the 1970’s have used a guitar in a style called Ichumar – it will be explained that this style came out of their rebellion and exile in Libya.

They will sing in two different languages, Tuareg Tamashek and Wodaabe Fulfulde, which will convey tales of nomadic life, of isolation and liberty, of extreme hardship and poverty, of a harsh climate, of life giving animals and handsome beasts, of festivities and families, of stars and desert storms. Some of their songs are healing songs as the music is a therapy in both cultures.

Their music will create a sound picture of the grasslands of the Sahel and the arid desert and explain the nomadic lifestyle, where they move with their camels, long-horned cattle, sheep, goats and donkeys seeking pastures along the Sahelian savannah at the fringes of the South Sahara. They will also allude to the effects which climate change is having on the environment in their region, threatening their traditional  ways of life and forcing them to adapt to find more sustainable methods.

They will be accompanied by their manager of 8 years and interpreter Sanda van Edig, who speaks fluent French, German and English; some members of the group speak French and through Sandra will field questions and answers.
'Wailing, twisting songs as gritty as the desert wind' 4****stars, Top Of The World, Songlines 

'Two groups of desert nomads meld their music in the sparse, spellbinding songs of Etran Finatawa...mesmerizing' New York Times, USA 
4****stars, The Guardian, UK 
4****stars, Financial Times, UK 
For further information and promo material please contact Angie Breakwell at: 
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